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Cao Zhi "Sing Fou's Tales' and the Origin of Chinese Vernacular Fiction

Tao Mingyu
Abstract : The annotations of The Three Kingdoms({ =E&)) quoted The History of Wei({ZRHE Y ) concerning" Cao Zhi Sing
Fou's tales" , which contained important value of novel history. Through the investigation of the early Qin and Han Dynasties, we can
find that the Fou's tales that Cao Zhi Sung was actually folk Fu(Ji{). In the Period of Han, Wei and Six Dynasties, folk Fu developed

into a vein of singing stories and became the source of rap literature in Tang and Song Dynasties. By investagating Fou's tales, this pa-

per continues to study the relationship between Dunhuang folk Fu, Bian(ZF3() and Huaben(i&74<) , and finds that folk Fu is the sty-

listic basis for the emergence of oral literature such as Bian and Huaben. Therefore, it can be inferred that the vernacular fiction was o-

riginated from the folk Fu since the Han, Wei and Six Dynasties. In this way, vernacular fiction can be traced back to the folk Fu of the

Han, Wei and Six Dynasties.

Key words: Fou's tales; folk Fu; rhythmical recitation; vernacular fiction; origin.
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