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Library Writing in the Late Qing Novels and Its Modern Significance
Zhang Yi

Abstract : The change of modern book collection mode is a representation of the knowledge transformation in the late Qing Dynasty.

The appearance of public library not only changed the way of seeking knowledge of scholars in the late Qing Dynasty, but also affected

their literary expression. At the beginning of the 20th century, the library began to become the object of the novel. Focusing on the i-

tems of collection, catalogue and readers of the library, the late Qing novels discussed the source, order and function of knowledge by

way of either true or imaginary manner, which retained many aspects of knowledge transformation in the late Qing Dynasty in a contra-

dictory and conflicting way. This kind of writing contained the complex knowledge experience,, knowledge system and knowledge concept

of scholars in late Qing Dynasty, and enriched the modernity of the late Qing novels from the aspects of object, experience and concept.

Key words: the late Qing novels; library writing; knowledge transformation

145



