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The Dilemma and Reconstruction of Cross—cultural Comparison

— Centering on Jullien’s Theory of L’écart

Liu Yiging

Abstract ; Jullien believes that Chinese thought is fundamentally external to Indo—European philosophy. This kind of exteriorite re-

sults in the " L'écart" between Chinese and Western cultures, and thus those two cultures actually lack a platform for comparison. As

far as contemporary academics are concerned, since the West occupies the universal highland of thought in the name of modernity, the

current comparison between China and the West cannot step out of the Western center, which means the impossibility of comparison.

Unlike Jullien’s denial of the comparison between China and the West, this article holds that the " L'écart" between China and the

West makes the comparison possible only in a way of " perspective" , which pays more attention to the " value connection" between Chi-

na and the West, rather than the "factual connection" .

Key words : cross—cultural comparison; Jullien; L'écart
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