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Reflection and Reconstruction of the Framing Theory

in Western Environmental Aesthetics
Hu Youfeng

Abstract ; Western environmental aesthetics has made its theoretical construction from the contrast between the aesthetics of art and
that of nature, regarding " non—framing" as a key feature that distinguishes natural objects from artistic works. The reflection of environ-
mental aesthetics on " framing" has gone through three stages: subversion, return and reconstruction. From the perspective of criticism,
the non—framing theory in the environmental aesthetics regards framing as a rigid discipline imposed on the aesthetics of nature by the
aesthetics of art and advocates discarding framing notorious for its strong tint of anthropocentrism. However, when seeing from the per-
spective of subject—object relationship, the supporters of framing theory hold that frames not only set up necessary boundaries between
natural objects, but also function as a prerequisite for the subjects to locate their focal points before acquiring any aesthetic experience.
Such a stance may be perceived as a return to the essence of the framing theory. With discussions like these going on, environmental
aesthetics has somehow enriched the framing theory with scientific knowledge and cultural narration and has, to some degree, achieved
a fusion of and a balance between subject and object. Due to the reflection, the environmental aesthetics has reconstructed the frame of
the aesthetics of nature in a broader context. The three—dimensional reflections of the environmental aesthetics on the frame of nature
have not only clarified the multi-layer texture of the framing theory in aesthetics of nature, but also broadened the horizon for the future
development of the present aesthetics of nature.
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