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The Evolution of the Ritual Connotation of Birthday Greetings

in Shang and Zhou Dynasties
— Centered on the Texts of The Book of Songs

Hao Jianjie
Abstract: As a means of communication between human beings and Gods, the birthday greetings in Shang and Zhou Dynasties
contained rich cultural connotations and experienced a continuous evolution of development. In the pre=Zhou period, due to the differ-
ences of development stages and time and local environment between the two ethnic groups, the connotation of birthday greetings not on-
ly showed the commonness of the two ethnic groups based on practical needs, but also showed the difference between the ritual system
of Shang which attached importance to divinity and that of Zhou which focused on humanity; During the Western Zhou Dynasty, the
birthday greetings of the Zhou people were full of the ritual life of the Zhou aristocrats, and the tendency of monism, realistic politiciza-
tion and kinship ethics became more and more obvious; During the Eastern Zhou Dynasty, the connotation of birthday greetings contin-
ued to change, and there was a trend of generalization to the lower aristocrats, and its connotation was also gradually formalized and
empty. This evolution process reflected the ups and downs of ritual systems of different ethnic groups and different times, and also indi-

cated the advent of a new era which attached little importance to rituals.
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