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Jurisprudential Analysis on the Inapplicability of Punitive Compensation to

Environmental Civil Public Interest Litigation
Li Zhizhuo Liu Weixian

Abstract ; Article 1232 of the Civil Code of China creatively stipulates the punitive compensation system for environmental infringe-
ment, but it is not clear whether the system is applicable to environmental civil public interest litigation, which results in many dis-
putes. Article 13 of Interpretation of the Supreme People's Court on the Application of Punitive Compensation in the Trial of Eco—FEnviron-
mental Tort Disputes clearly stipulates that punitive compensation is applicable to environmental civil public interest litigation cases, but
the interpretation does not explain the reason. The reasons for supporting the application of punitive compensation to environmental civil
public interest litigation in the existing research are not sufficient, while the reasons for opposing views are more comprehensive and
sufficient. In addition, the function of " eco—environmental damage compensation system + administrative penalty system" and punitive
compensation system is overlapping, and the application of the former should take precedence over the latter. The punitive damages
stipulated in article 1232 of the Civil Code of China should not be applied to environmental civil public interest litigation, and the com-
pensation obtained by the plaintiff according to this article should not include ecological environment damage compensation.

Key words:the Civil Code; environmental infringement; punitive compensation; environmental civil public interest litigation
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