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The Pursuit of the Yi Ology of the Han Dynasty to the Ideal Political System

and Its Evolution
Li Shengqiang

Abstract: During the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring—states Period, the debate of the Confucian political philosophy
including Yi Zhuan on the law of governing the turmoil, the rule of rises and declines and the principle of the state governance, made
the ideological and theoretical preparation for the Confucian political philosophy acquiring the legitimate status as the governing thought.
Yi Zhuan was the ideological basis and theoretical principle of Han Yi Ology, which participated in the construction of a new ruling or-
der of the Han Dynasty in a macro way, reflecting the political significance of Confucianism as the governing thought of the Han Dynas-
ty. In a micro way, the establishment of Ghosts and Gods system based on the interactions between heaven and mankind and Yin Yang
disasters and changes played an instrumental role in guiding and regulating the state governance with the help of practicing divination of
and predicting disasters, eccentricities, happiness and blessings. Yi Zhuan highlighted its pursuit for and exploration of the ideal politi-
cal system in the political practice of Han Yi Ology, and the Confucian virtue rule thought system beginning with Zhou Yi and the early
Zhou rulers also got improved continuously in the process.

Key words: Yi Ology of the Han Dynasty; state governance; rule of virtue
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