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Kong Yingda’s Commentary on the Relationship Between Poetry and Music

and Its Significance in the History of Poetics
Zheng Wei
Abstract : The relationship between poetry and music is a fundamental issue in the history of poetics. From the abandonment of po-
etry by Han Confucians to the discussion of poetry by music by Zheng Qiao in the Song dynasty, to the unification of poetry with music
by poetry since the Southern Song dynasty, this shift could not have been achieved without the pioneering work of Kong Yingda in the
Tang dynasty. As the first person to focus on the relationship between poetry and music in the history of scripture, Kong Yingda resolved
the contradictions between the pre—Qin Jizha's view of music and the Han Confucian’s statement of poetry in terms of righteousness by
saying that " poetry and music are in harmony" and " poetry is the heart of music" , which contributed to the popularity of the philosoph-
ical connotations of poetry in Han Dynasty and inspired the discussion of poetry and music in the Song Dynasty. It also laid the ground-

work for later scholars to "

unify music with poetry" in poetics. It is by reflecting on Zheng Qiao’s poetics of sound and song that later
scholars returned to Kong Yingda's doctrine of poetry and music, while taking into account the nature of the poetry and song of the poet-
ry and guarding against the infringement of poetic teaching by a thoroughgoing " advocating music theory " dimension.

Key words : Mao Shi Zheng Yi; poetry music; poetics of sound and song; the philosophical connotations of poetry
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