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The Origin of Shao Yong’s Academic Thoughts, Its Ideological Characteristics,

and Its Relationship with Political Ideas
Fan Lizhou

Abstract : Shao Yong was one of the " Five Masters of the Northern Song Dynasty" in the history of Neo—Confucianism. He was
good at using historical speculation to express political opinions. His thoughts covered political system, political structure, system oper-
ation, political culture and political ethics. In addition, he also expressed his views on the current situation and countermeasures in
special fields. As one of the main characters, he took advantage of the cultural stage of Luoyang to perform dramas full of various politi-
cal metaphors. His acquaintances in Luoyang included both high—level government officials who lived in the retirement because of polit-
ical differences and intellectual elites. These people thus formed a cultural center of gravity in opposition to the capital Kaifeng. They
supported each other emotionally and influenced each other in terms of political positions and ideological tendencies, which played a
crucial role in the political, cultural, and academic trends of the middle and late Northern Song Dynasty. His ideological characteristics
inherited those of Chen Tuan and developed his own, and his concept of "innate learning" had a very deep subjective notion.

Key words:Shao Yong; Neo—Confucianism; " innate learning" ; political opinions
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