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Dong Qichang’s Social Strategy of Calligraphy and Painting as Gifts and the Formation

of Calligraphy and Painting Business Model in Ming Dynasty
Liuv Zhongxing Yang Feng

Abstract : After the middle of Ming Dynasty, as the consumption of calligraphy and painting became more and more popular, the
phenomenon of sending them as gifts while socializing became more frequent. Dong Qichang used strategies such as refusing, delaying,
using old works, printing special name cards, choosing fonts, and hiring ghostwriters to meet the needs of the times, which also stimu-
lated the phenomenon of fake calligraphy and painting. Although the social attributes might affect the form and content of artistic crea-
tion, under the market environment at that time, the preservation, value—added space and profitability of Dong Qichang’s calligraphy
and painting works had also been continuously improved. Ghostwriting as a new business model of calligraphy and painting was formed,
the group of ghostwriters for calligraphy and painting increased, and eventually calligraphy and painting gradually became the " conspic-
uous commodity" .

Key words; Dong Qichang; painting and calligraphy as social gifts; ghostwriting; painting and calligraphy market in Ming Dynasty

139



