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Structural Tension and Situational Induction: Generation and

Governance of Network Rumors
Zhao Shiyu

Abstract: As a special form of public opinion, network rumor is not an accidental flow of false information, but actually an aggre-

Zang Guangli Wang Bocheng

gation and presentation of structural tension in the changing social structure. From the perspective of sociology, the network rumors in
the context of China’s transition period actually contain the generating mechanism of " structural tension — situational induction" ; the
network rumors in the situation of risk society constitute a tool for certain people to meet the needs of regional unity and relieve anxiety;
under the situation of poor information exchange, the network rumor acts as a social tool to realize malformed information breakout; the
network rumor in the pattern of interest tension acts as an important outlet to release negative social mentality; the essence of the net-
work rumors under the condition of the disorder of network ideology is the display of extreme behavior driven by populist thinking; the
network rumors under the condition of cultural lag are actually the daily thinking picture sketched by the habitus of intuitionistic empiri-
cism. To reduce the negative effect and order of network rumors, it is urgent to start from the good governance thinking, build a bridge
of governance between the state and society facing network rumors, and connect the tension structure between " the state, society and
individuals" into an organic system of tacit cooperation.

Key words : network rumors; structural tension; formation mechanism; social governance
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