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Some Technical Challenges in Designing an Artificial Moral Agent. Artifi- ﬁ-/fjﬁ_ 25 iﬁ'_ hi3S ﬁ
On the Development Direction of Artificial Moral Agents
— An Analysis Based on the Issue of Moral Judgment
Yu Tianfang

Abstract ; Although the development of Artificial Moral Agents( AMAs) has been criticized, humans still have a strong intuition
that machines should be allowed to act morally like humans. This insight is reflected in Moor’s taxonomy of AMAs, in which he classi-
fied " full ethical agents" as a higher realization of " explicit ethical agents". However, this view is misleading for the development of
AMAs, because the design of the two agents is different. The realization of " explicit ethical agents" will depend more on the resolution
of the issue of "machine Consciousness" rather than an implementation of moral codes into machines. The reason for this is that human
moral judgment ability includes moral intuition and moral reasoning, and the way of embedding moral codes can only realize the moral
reasoning of machines, but can not realize their moral intuition. Therefore, a moral entity that can participate in human practical activi-
ties is the development direction of moral agents.

Key words : artificial moral agent; moral judgment; machine ethics; ethical agents
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