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On transforming the Collection of Grains into the Collection of Coins, and Evening the Tax

in Jiangnan During the Reign of Xianfeng and Tongzhi in the Qing Dynasty
Yan Aihong

Abstract:In the middle period of Xianfeng Reign, there were eight provinces of shipping by canal that began the reform of water
transport, which constituted the main body of the reform of grain tribute system in the late Qing Dynasty. The reform was presided over
by provincial officials, so the results were different. Among them, the water transport reform chapter of Jiangnan (i.e. Suzhou vassal ar-
ea) , which was fully brewing in the middle of Xianfeng and officially launched in the early years of Tongzhi, experienced twists and
turns, but achieved considerable results. The reason for the success of the reform of water conservancy in Jiangnan lied in the fact that
the governors of the two rivers carefully grasped the reform opportunity, paying attention to policies and strategies, integrating the old
system and new laws, timely establishing rules and regulations, especially attaching more importance to the rule of man than the rule of
law, and appointed key figures who were capable enough to coordinate the overall situation of the reform.

Key words: late Qing Dynasty; the reform seal of shipping by canal; Jiangnan; transforming the collection of grains into the col-

lection of coins, and evening the tax
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