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The Whole World Celebrated the Same Cold—food Festival: The Cold—food Festival
of Dunhuang Buddhist Monasteries in the Tang and Song Dynasties

Liu Quanbo

Zhu Guoli

Abstract ; During the Cold—food Festival, Dunhuang Buddhists gave holidays to people in the temples, distributed festival materi-

als, and carried out festival activities such as sweeping the tombs, repaired gardens, attended social activities and paid visits. The festi-

val atmosphere was almost the same to that of the secular society. As is known, Buddhism originally had its own characteristics of re-

treating from the secular world, while the Cold—food Festival focused on commemorating ancestors and expressing filial piety. The activ-

ities of Cold—food Festival in Buddhist temples undoubtedly connoted the connections among Buddhist classics, Buddhist doctrines,

Buddhist worldviews, and ancient Chinese ideology and culture. At the same time, this phenomenon not only showed the influence of

Chinese ritual system on Buddhism, but also witnessed the process of Buddhism's integration into Chinese Ritual-musical civilization.

Key words : Dunhuang; Cold—food Festival ; Buddhism
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