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Core Values, Key Barriers and Breakthrough Paths

of Digital Free Trade Zone Construction
Ma Lili Wang Zhe

Abstract: With the development of global digital economy and the evolution of digital trade rules, the construction of digital free
trade zone in China is in an important strategic opportunity period. As a pilot field for comprehensively deepening reform, the digital
free trade zone will focus on institutional innovation and stress testing in the fields of industry, regulation and rules, and take the flow
and sharing of data elements, the integration and innovation of digital technology as the driving force to give full play to its policy ad-
vantages of being a pioneer. At this stage, the construction of China’s digital free trade zone leading the direction of digital exploration
in advantageous areas, partially promoting the process of digital reform in some areas, and relatively lacking in digital substantive ex-
ploration in a few areas. However, it is also facing many challenges such as lack of overall layout of digital infrastructure, insufficient
support for digital industry innovation, low efficiency of digital regulatory services, and lack of digital international governance rules.
Therefore, it is necessary to make an overall layout of digital infrastructure, jointly develop digital industries, improve the efficiency of
regulatory services, and promote digital international governance, so as to promote the construction of China’s digital free trade zone.
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