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Conflicts of Consciousness: A Study on the Entrepreneurial Dilemma

of Returning Migrant Workers

Xiao Xiangyin Guo Xinghua

Abstract:In recent years, the trend of migrant workers returning home to start their own businesses has taken shape. The success
of entrepreneurship is not necessarily determined by individual entrepreneurial ability and other factors, but is greatly affected by social
structure. According to Giddens’ s structuration theory, migrant workers’ entrepreneurial activities are always consciously or uncon-
sciously controlled and influenced by the context related consciousness, therefore, consciousness conflict inevitably occurs in the dy-
namic structural process. The fundamental practical dilemma of migrant workers returning to their hometown for entrepreneurship comes
from three kinds of consciousness conflicts in daily interaction, namely, the conflict between precision and fuzziness in time conscious-
ness between migrant workers returning hometown as bosses and their factory workers, the conflict between regulations in rule con-
sciousness and the cognition of mutual affection as well as the distinction between having done and doing well in quality consciousness.
The conflict of consciousness is the result of the collision between modern industrial culture and rural culture. This conflict is inevitable
in the process of modernization. With the consecutive return of migrant workers, similar conflicts will continue to occur. How to deal
with rural culture, whether to transform, disappear or start again, is a question worth further thinking.

Key words : returning migrant workers; starting up business; conflicts of consciousness; local culture; modern industrial culture
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