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Folk Document Expression of Inheritance Rules in Ming Dynasty
Xu Jialu

Abstract ; “ Adoption” was an important part of the patriarchal inheritance system in the Ming Dynasty. The folk “adoption” docu-

ments in the Ming Dynasty included “inheritance” documents, “inheritance” documents, gift documents, bequests and maintenance

documents, and old—age documents. The content of folk “adoption” in the Ming Dynasty included “sacrifice” , “inheritance” and

“duty”, etc. The methods of “adoption” included “inheritance” of all rights and obligations,

¢

‘inheritance” of old—age without “sacri-

fice”, “inheritance” of old—age exchange for inheritance, and“inheritance” of only inheritance without sacrifice and without old—age

support. The “adoption” in the Ming Dynasty not only inherited the practices of the traditional society, but also formed unique rules in

the mode and scope of inheritance, providing historical experience for the modern civil inheritance system.

Key words :the Ming dynasty; adoption; folk documents
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