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The Searching of the Main Points of Historical Value of the Music of Bells

and Stones in the Yellow River Basin
Cheng Yaxu

Abstract: As a core component of ancient Chinese rite and music culture, the music of bells and stones experienced a develop-
mental history from its initial formation to its developing stage, growing perfect and finally reaching its summit of development, and the
history of its development was deeply rooted in the Yellow River Basin. The representation of its affluent historical value lies in these as-
pects: aesthetic value based on the greatness, political value based on the differentiation, cultural value based on harmony and social
value based on ancient ethics. The intrinsic quality of this historical value lies in its virtue developing from heavenly virtue to ancestral
virtue, man’ s virtue and social ethnics, and this quality embodied by virtue has experienced a long time of several thousands of years
of development which finally come to shape its formation of the source and spirit of Chinese traditional music culture. This kind of cul-
ture has continued to shape the spirit of the Chinese people.

Key words:the Yellow River Basin; bells for music; stones for music; the advocation of virtue

FrAE G AT K

141



