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From the Essence of Beauty to the Aesthetic Activity: Re—examine

the Transformation of the Research Object of Contemporary Chinese Aesthetics
Fan Yongkang
Abstract: Contemporary Chinese aesthetics has shifted its research object from “the essence of beauty” to “aesthetic activities” ,
its research center from “beauty” to “aesthetics” , and its philosophical basis from epistemology and practice to phenomenology and on-
tology, overturning the epistemological aesthetic model of the dichotomy of subject and object, making aesthetics independent from the
embarrassing position attached to philosophy. However, Contemporary Chinese aesthetics should not completely deny the achievements

«

of epistemological aesthetics and practical aesthetics in the “essence of beauty” , but instead submit to phenomenology and Heidegger’

s ontological philosophy. Instead, it should adhere to the basic principles of historical materialism, take this as the bottom line, and

then integrate other aesthetic methodologies, and walk out of a path of contemporary aesthetic innovation with Chinese characteristics.
Key words: the essence of beauty; aesthetic activities; research object; epistemology aesthetics; practice aesthetics
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