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Bianjing Writing and Cultural Memory During the Jin and Yuan Dynasties

Zhang Yongyao

Abstract : As the last dynasty with Bianjing as its capital, the Jin Dynasty spent the last twenty years in the Central Plains. Suidi,

Longdegong, Xiyuan, Linshuidian and other historical and cultural spaces containing rise and fall made the literati in the late Jin Dy-

nasty yield realistic worries through learning from the past. After the fall of the Jin Dynasty, the Liangyuan, Xiyuan, Yuxianlou and the

imperial palace of the Jin Dynasty became the classic images of surviving literati mourning their homeland. The Bianjing writings of the

second generation of literati and those who went to the North presented many new changes, reflecting the inheritance and variation of

cultural memory. As a medium carrying the cultural memory of several generations, Bianjing injected vitality into the literature during

the Jin and Yuan Dynasties and was an important window to investigate the literary style and theory generation of the Yuan Dynasty.

Key words : cultural memory; the turn of the Jin and Yuan Dynasties; Bianjing; restructure
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