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Did Du Fu Abandon His Official Position or Was He Banished in Huazhou

Zhang Qi

Qiu Yongxu

Abstract: It has long been subject to historical judgment that Du Fu’ s leaving office in Huazhou was that he quit and fled from

famine, as was stated in the original biography of Old History of Tang and New History of Tang, but both books had serious flaws and

were fallacious. Du Fu was originally in league with Emperor Su Zong, but in Fang Guan Event, out of Confucian ethics, he opposed Su

Zong to clean up the old ministers and supported Emperor Xuan Zong in the manner of rescuing Fang Guan, which aroused the questio-

ning of Su Zong’ s unauthorized succession. Du Fu was hence dismissed by Su Zong, exiled to Gansu and Sichuan and not reinstated in

office until Emperor Dai Zong ascended the throne. Du Fu’ s three “Cuckoo poems” which applied with other appellations instead of the

names of those respected are the evidence.

Key words:Du Fu; Huazhou; dismissal from office; exile; interpretation
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