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On the Transcendence of Chinese Rule of Law Path to the Western Rule of Law Model
— From the Perspective of the Relationship Among Law, Power, Capital and People
Niu Liyun
Abstract: To some extent, “the king is under the law” has become the spiritual symbol of the western tradition of rule of law.
Limiting public power is the core of the western rule of law. However, in addition to the power in the hands of the government, the pow-
er from capital has a stronger ruling power, and fundamentally determines the essence of the western rule of law. China’s road to rule
of law has successfully overcome the shortcomings of the rule of law capital in the West, and achieved the organic unity of “the unity of
the leadership of the Party, the position of the people as masters of the country and law—based governance” . Party leadership is the fun-
damental guarantee for standardizing the rational growth of capital according to law. The Party and the state safeguard capital rights and
interests according to law, regulate disorderly expansion of capital according to law, and guide capital to fulfill its social responsibili-
ties. As a result, the rule of law in China has overcome the shortcomings of the western rule of law that emphasizes formal rule of law,
realized the unity of law, capital, power and the people, successfully practiced the path of combining formal rule of law with substantive
rule of law, and become a higher form of human rule of law civilization.
Key words: the rule of law path; power; capital; people first; Party leadership
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