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An Analysis of the Thought of “Benefiting the Offspring” in Han Dynasty Seen

from Portraits and Inscriptions

Zhang Shuzeng

Gao Erwang

Abstract : The idea that “benefiting the offspring” was beneficial to the future generations was prevalent in the vast area and all

strata of the Han Dynasty, which was vividly reflected in the inscriptions in propitious language on various objects such as picture

bricks, picture stones, bronze mirrors, tiles, hooks and silk fabrics. The thought of benefiting the offspring was not only the manifesta-

tion of good wishes, but also the value concept generally accepted by the Han Dynasty people. The emergence of “benefiting the off-

spring” was closely related to the social background of the Han Dynasty, such as family structure, soul belief, systems to become offi-

cials and commercial development. In order to benefit future generations, the people in the Han Dynasty achieved this goal through vari-

ous behaviors such as sacrifice, burial, tomb selection, and exorcism. The research shows that the leading value of governing the coun-

try by filial piety advocated by the Han Dynasty is not completely unified with the popular thought of “benefiting the offspring” , and
ry by piety Y ynasty p y pop g g pring

there is still some deviation between the state system and folk customs.

Key words: Han Dynasty; thought of benefiting the offspring; inscriptions
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