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The Historical Process of the Evolution of China’ National Image in the West
— China in the Eyes of Westerners from the 13th to the First Half of the 20th Century

Zhao Fengling

Abstract : The evolution of China’ national image in the West has experienced four stages, namely, the imaginative image, the i-

deal image, the backward image and the “demonized” image. There are inner mechanisms and some reasons for the formation of Chi-

na’ s national image in the West, which is related to the strength and status of both China and Western countries in different times, and

the political demands and cultural psychology of Western countries in different periods as well. To build the national image, we

shouldn’ t only repeat others’ discourses and shape our own image based on others’ discourse. Rather, we should build China’ nation-

al image different from the West based on our own development.

Key words:; imagology; China’s national image in the West; image—building
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