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The Structure and Generation of Praise Inscriptions in Western Zhou Dynasty
Xu Zhengying Chen Fangbing

Abstract : Praise literature is an important type of Chinese ancient literary style, which has a long history of development and evo-
lution. As for the origin of praise style literature, Liu Xie thought it was from “San Song” in The Book of Songs. In fact, as early as in
the Western Zhou Dynasty, bronze inscriptions already expressed the content of praise, which can be classified into two structural
types: non—independent praise inscriptions and independent praise inscriptions. The textual characteristics of the former is a passive
praise to the living people based on food utensils, and the latter is a schema—less praise to the ancestors. There were two generation
methods of praise inscriptions in the Western Zhou Dynasty. The chronicle inscriptions were the records of relevant event elements by
historians and the third person touch up, and the inscriptions based on people’s speeches were likely to be pre—written. As an impor-
tant part of the early development of praising texts, the independent praise inscriptions were closely related to the “Zhou Song” in The
Book of Songs. The latter inherited and developed on the basis of the former, and gradually evolved into the later praising literature.

Key words : praise; bronze inscriptions; structure; generate
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