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The Fusion of Yi—Xia in the Northern Dynasty and

the Construction of Chinese Aesthetics
Chen Wangheng

Abstract ; Yi—Xia is an important concept in Chinese culture. Since the pre=Qin period, “Hua —= Yi distinction” developed into
a fusion between the Middle Kingdom and the barbarian. The Northern and Southern Dynasties were the peak of fusion between the Mid-
dle Kingdom and the barbarian, while the Northern Dynasty was the main force of fusion, especially the Northern Wei. Sinicization was
the mainstream of the fusion of Yi and Xia, that is, the recognition of the dominant position of Han culture. The Sinicization of Bud-
dhism mainly occurred in the Northern Dynasty, which was embodied in the Sinicization of Buddha statues. The Sinicization of Bud-
dhism not only promoted the integration of Chinese culture, but also powerfully contributed to the construction of Chinese aesthetics.
The construction of Chinese aesthetics can be divided into two aspects: the construction of basic ideas and the construction of aesthetic
culture. From the perspective of concept, the understanding of artistic function in Chinese aesthetics changed. The pre—Qin Confucian
thought that art was the unity of educational function and aesthetic function, while the Southern Dynasty paid attention to aesthetic func-
tion, and the Northern Dynasty focused on educational function. In terms of aesthetic culture, the Northern Dynasty inherited the cul-
ture of the Central Plains, but also integrated the grassland culture, and achieved great accomplishments in calligraphy, music, litera-
ture, and urban construction. Tang Dynasty paid attention to both the Southern Dynasty and the Northern Dynasty, but mainly inherited
the aesthetic tradition of the Northern Dynasty. Tang Dynasty re—established the Confucian aesthetic ideal of art: gentleness and perfec-
tion. The Chinese aesthetics created in the Northern Dynasty with the combination of Yi and Xia as the core was consolidated, improved
and developed in Tang Dynasty, and became the national aesthetic form of China.

Key words: Yi—Xia; Chinese aesthetics; Northern and Southern Dynasties; Northern Wei Dynasty
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