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From the Imitation to the Revolution: Exploration on the Development

of Shiwan Pottery in the Ming and Qing Dynasties
Zhang Rui

Abstract ; Imitation is the beginning of creation, but it should not simply copy the works of predecessors or other excellent works in

artistic creation, instead, it should reflect upon the mutual learning relationship between the paradigm and works based on the current

situation, then sublimate and create the new significance. In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Shiwan pottery was highly prosperous, with

compatible and innovative categories, shapes, techniques, glaze colors and decorative techniques. Imitation is only a means, not the

end. After imitating and selectively learning from other famous kilns, Shiwan potters gradually endowed pottery with new artistic charac-

teristics by highlighting the “Shiwan Spirit” which “absorbs the strengths of many schools to create the beauty of one school”.

Key words : Shiwan pottery; imitation; creation
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