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Study On the Collection Form of Articles in Han and Jin Dynasties
Li Dehui

Abstract : During the Han and Jin Dynasties, documents were carried by bamboo slips. Long articles were written on bamboo slips
strung together, while short articles were inscribed on wooden tablets. Long articles derived from scattered materials written on sole
bamboo slips, or from the author’ s short sentences or paragraphs. The author collected and strung together the materials on different
bamboo slips, and then formed the long article or monograph. The article composed in this way was called collection form. Among
which, the compiled style was based on the collected and compiled materials, and the works formed in this way was grand in exterior
and loose in interior. The long articles such as commentaries and reviews can be called creation style, with sufficient tone and solid lay-
out, having no trace of embedding and pasting. The advantages and disadvantages of the collection works were caused by the writing
conditions of the bamboo slips, which indicated that the system of article scales was greatly related to the medium of materials used. The
root can be exposed when the writing genres and styles in Han, Wei and Jin Dynasties were explained from the material medium, which
was necessary and reasonable.

Key words:Han, Wei and Jin Dynasties; articles; collection works; forms
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