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An Analysis of Aristocratic Women’ s Political Participation in Kingdom Zheng
: The Case Study of the Tsinghua Bamboo Slips

of Zheng Wu Fu Ren Gui Ru Zi and Zhengwengong Asked Taibo.
Peng Bangben Han Haokun

Abstract: Wu Jiang’ s participation in politics in Zheng Wu Fu Ren Gui Ru Zi was concentrated in the following areas: telling
Zheng Ruizi the deeds of his predecessors, teaching Zheng Ruzi and asking him to give up his political power to a great official for three
years. Wu Jiang’ s involvement in politics, was to pose a series of requirements on the new ruler and attained the effect of the harmony
between the new ruler and the old ministers. Wu Jiang practiced the ritual norms and achieved a positive effect of political involvement,
which showed the possibility of a mutually reinforcing relationship between ritual and the advancement of political stability. In Zheng-
wengong Asked Tatbo, Taibo advised the new king of Zheng not to be indolent and negligent, suggesting that his proximity to his favou-
rite concubines would cause difficulties in government. These two documents enriched the phenomenon of aristocratic women involve-
ment in politics during the Spring and Autumn Period, which showed the important role the powerful women played in balancing the re-
lationship between the new king and the old ministers and in actively cooperating with the new king’ s administration.

Key words: Mrs. Zheng Wu; Jing Chong; the phenomena of getting involved in politics; domestic duties
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