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The “Wu Gan” Theory and Reflection on Shih—-hsiang Chen’s “Lyrical Tradition” Theory
Li Zixiong

Abstract: The “Lyrical Tradition” theory advocated by Shih—hsiang Chen interprets Chinese literary tradition as self—individual
inner confession from the literary lyrical view of Western Romanticism. The literary lyrical view of Western Romanticism is based on its
subjective philosophy, and is different from the “Wu Gan” theory based on the traditional Chinese “Qi” type induction philosophy.
This kind of view holds that the expression of emotions are not due to the natural trigger of the heart—thing induction, but the self—ex-
pression of the subject. The “Lyrical Tradition” theory is actually a presupposition and deduction of Western theoretical discourse,
which leads to the misunderstanding and misreading of the characteristics of emotional expression and tradition of “Sensation of Object”
of Chinese literature, and violates the facts of literary history. This also makes it lack strong support of literary history, and ultimately
leads to the disintegration of its own theory. The study of Chinese literary tradition should be based on the accurate understanding and
profound grasp of the Chinese traditional discourse system and the facts of literary history, rather than merely deducing from some pre-
supposed Western theoretical discourse, which is also the problem of the “Lyrical Tradition” theory and its “Sinologism” paradigm.
The study of Chinese literary tradition should be based on the accurate understanding and profound grasp of the Chinese traditional dis-
course system and the facts of literary history, rather than merely deducing from some presupposed Western theoretical discourse, which
is also the problem of the “Lyrical Tradition” theory. It is helpful for us to deepen the correct understanding of Chinese literary tradition
by reflecting and examining the “Lyrical Tradition” theory in connection with the “Wu Gan” theory.

Key words:the “Wu Gan” theory; Shih—hsiang Chen; the “Lyrical Tradition” theory; Sinologism; Chinese literary tradition
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