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The Living Literature Value of the Epitaphs of the Northern Dynasty

in Zhang Hai Calligraphy Art Museum
Liu Di

Abstract: The 17 epitaphs of the Northern Dynasty included in the Collection of Stone Carvings of Zhang Hai Calligraphy Art Mu-
seum were mostly newly unearthed. The time spanned 48 years, and it is an important living document for innovative research of the his-
tory and culture of the middle and late Northern Dynasty and the calligraphy of the “Wei Stele”. The two Yuan’ s epitaphs collected are
the most precious: the number of words in the Yuan Ni Epitaph is as long as 1,389 words, which is nearly 14 times that recorded in the
Book of Wei and the Northern History, which can greatly enrich and improve the comprehensive understanding of Yuan Ni and his relat-
ed times, characters, events and interrelationships; The epitaph of the Yuan Dynasty is much more detailed than the Book of Wei and
the Northern History, and also reflects the epitaphs in the late Northern Dynasty were always over—beautified. Other epitaphs surnamed
Hu in the Northern Dynasty, such as Yu Yu’s Epitaph, Mu Liang’ s Epitaph, Wei Sengren’ s Epitaph, and He Fusheng’ s Epitaph,
have important living literature research value to the study of the history of the deep cultural integration of ethnic minorities and Han
people in the Northern Dynasties, so do Zhang Bin’ s Epitaph, Wang Mao’ s Epitaph, Yao Fen’ s Epitaph to the study of the historical
facts of the noble families and culture of the Northern Dynasty. Yao Fen’s Epitaph and Dugu Hua’s Epitaph are the coupling epitaphs
of the Northern Dynasty, and they also have special rare collection and research value.

Key words : Zhang Hai Calligraphy Art Museum; epitaphs of the Northern Dynasty; living literature; value
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