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The Theoretical Basis and Applicable Conditions of the

Reward Applicants’ Compensation Claim
Zhu Guangxin

Abstract ; The provisions of Article 499 of the Civil Code regarding reward advertisements are mainly reflected in granting reward
applicants a right to claim compensation. This normative approach gives rise to disputes as to whether a right to claim compensation is
based on contract or unilateral legal act. Based on the nature of the offer of a reward, the characteristics of the offer as a special transac-
tion method, and the provisions of Article 499 itself, it is more advisable to consider the theory of unilateral legal act as the theoretical
basis for the reward applicants’ compensation claim. Although the theory of contract can also be theoretically and technically justified,
its thinking method is clearly somewhat convoluted. When adopting the doctrine of unilateral legal act, the legal application of the re-
ward applicant’ s right to claim compensation only needs to meet three conditions, that is, the reward applicant must express the reward
intention in a public way, the contents of the reward intention must be certain, and the reward applicant must complete the specific
conduct specified in the reward advertisement.

Key words: reward advertisement; reward applicants; offer; unilateral legal act; right to claim compensation
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