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Reflections and Rebuilding on Subjectivity of Poets by Ye Xie
Tang Yunyun

Abstract: Ye Xie’ s publicizing the subjectivity of poets reached new heights. He proposed “the mind” of poets which included
profound life experiences and specific emotional types, and emphasized that “poetry should be handed down to later generations rather
than the present age” , that “poetry should speak for oneself instead of for others, and “that poetry should be done for oneself”. Ye’s
analysis was directly related to “knowledge” of the poet subject, “courage” carrying the freedom of the subject, “talent” reflecting the
subject’ s thinking, and “force” pursuing “the independence and fearlessness” of poet, and he further pointed out that the ultimate
pursuit of poetry was to realize the subject’ s“ happiness and self-sufficiency”. On how to learn from their predecessors for poets of
Qing Dynasty, Ye Xie firmly emphasized the subject status of poets. In the pursuit of “simulating nature”, “I” got the equal creative
rights with the ancient people, therefore the binary opposition between the ancient and the present was dissolved. The poet as subject
was not only related to the connection between poetry and life, but also the basis of poet’ s independence when faced with literary tradi-
tional pressure. Ye Xie made important contributions to the discussions of Tang and Song poems concerning the poet subject and how to
learn from the predecessors in the Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Ye Xie; subject; mind; talent,courage, knowledge and force; happiness and self-sufficiency; learn from predeces-
sors
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