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On Mencius’ Practical Theory of Human Nature
Ren Chou

Abstract ; Mencius’ theory of human practice is a three—dimensional order of ethical practice jointly constituted by ethical subject

practice, ethical entity practice and ethical ecological practice. For Mencius, an ethical subject keeps an innate good heart, and if the

ethical subject loses the good heart, it should be restored to its good nature by cultivating goodness through finding the lost “original

heart”. The mission of an ethical entity is to implement benevolent government to win the hearts of its people; an ethical ecology ad-

heres to the reciprocal principle of harmonious coexistence of human beings, benevolent polices and nature. If there is confrontation a-

mong them, the principle to be upheld is that human beings and benevolent policies take precedence over nature. Mencius’ practical

theory of human nature has both its vitality and defects. Therefore, Mencius’ practical theory of human nature needs to be infused with

some new elements of contemporary civilization.

Key words: ethical subject; ethical entity; ethical ecology
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