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Prohibition of Exploitation and Alleviation of People’ s Difficulties: A Brief Argument for

Advocating Supervision of Money and Grain Taxes in Late Qing Dynasty

Xiao Gaohua

Abstract : Addressing government officials exploiting money and grain taxes, in the late Qing Dynasty, personages of all circles at-

tempted to make specifications for money and grain taxes system, prohibit collusion between bureaucrats and businessmen, as well as

prevent officials from cheating to solve people’s difficulties, ultimately reaching the purpose of alleviating tense relationships between

regime and local authorities. On account of some limitations like the flaws of the system itself and lack of law environment, this system

didn’ t achieve the desired result. However, it assuredly strengthened the supervision on government officials from economic manage-

ment level, and it was also an beneficial thought to reduce tension between regime and local authorities.

Key words: money and grain; taxes; supervision; exploitation; people’s difficulties; late Qing Dynast
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