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“Realm of Civilization” . Chinese Narration and Times Value
of Wu Jianren’ s New Story of the Stone

Jin Haixue

«

Abstract: New Story of the Stone is a representative work of Wu Jianren’ s ideal fiction. The “realm of civilization” in this text
can be regarded as a rare Chinese narration centered on Confucian culture. Wu purposefully followed the example of Confucian thought
of Datong ( great harmony) and envisaged the “realm of civilization” as a morality—oriented society for the public, which emphasized
the importance of social moral perfection and pursued the effectiveness of social order and civilization. Wu employed Chinese narration
for two reasons. Firstly, Western civilization cannot play a dominant role in Chinese society; secondly, Pre—Qin Confucian culture was
the most suitable ideological aid to construct the realm of civilization. Wu, through exhibiting the mechanism of cultural subject con-
struction, not only expressed cultural confidence that can be effectively achieved based on an ideal society, but also inspired people’ s
spirit of hope for social reform through the clear and accurate methods.

Key words: “ realm of civilization” ; Chinese narration; Confucian culture; future consciousness; spirit of hope
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