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A Genetic Study of the CPC’s Two Answers to Breaking

the Historical Cycle of Rise and Fall
Zou Qingguo

Abstract : Breaking the historical cycle of rise and fall is a political topic with meta narrative significance. It is full of ideological
background of excellent traditional Chinese culture both in text discourse and expression logic. Democracy is the first answer to breaking
the historical cycle, which condenses the Party’ s profound political foresight on taking power and self construction. The “Jiashen Con-
versation” , “Cave Conversation” , and “Catch—up Examination Conversation” have responded to the question of historical cycle from
different angles, forming the logical framework of the first answer. Self-reform is the second answer to breaking the historical cycle. “Tt
is easier to breach a fortress from within” is the thinking basis; “Four Difficulties” reflect a new interpretation of the political implica-
tions of historical periodicity; From “People’ s Supervision” to “Self-Reform” , from “Two Musts” to “Three Musts” , from “Six Pro-
visions” to “Eight Provisions” , and from the struggles against the “Three Evils” to “resolutely win the prolonged battle against corrup-
tion” , the logical relationship between the two answers has been presented. There is no single and one-size—fits—all answer, and we
need to continue to explore new ways to break the historical cycle in the process of “solving the unique problems of the major party”.

Key words: the historical cycle of rise and fall, democratic new road, self-reform, occurrence mechanism
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