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Hardness and Softness Dialectics of Practical Rationality; On the Modern

Meaning of Confucian Courage and Perseverance
Zhang Fangyu

Abstract : The intuitive impression of the virtue of courage and perseverance is bravery and firmness. But in the deep essence, the
courage and perseverance of Confucianism is the practical rationality of hardness and softness dialectics. According to “benevolent peo-
ple must be brave” and “perseverance approaches benevolence” , it is easy to judge the virtue of courage and perseverance as the virtue
attached to benevolence and righteousness. The relative independence of the virtue of courage and perseverance is weakened. But cour-
age and perseverance itself is still the morality of “it becomes the goal”. This can be seen as the dialectical relationship between “de-
pendence” and “independence”. Confucianists divided courage into various types, such as the courage of rough fellow, the courage of
a businessman or a thief, and the courage of a gentleman. Confucianists discussed the courage of force, businessmen, politics, and all
—round persons. They showed the spirit of “brave men are not afraid” and the moral foundation of “gentleman’s courage”. This can be
regarded as the dialectical relationship between “small courage” and “great courage”. Rigid perseverance and flexible perseverance can
summarize the two basic aspects of Confucianism. One is brave and strong, and the other is patient and persistent. It is a hard back-
bone, and it can persist at the same time. Rigid perseverance is powerful and easy to show. Flexible perseverance is reserved and diffi-
cult to find. This can be seen as the dialectical relationship between “rigid perseverance” and “flexible perseverance” . Discussing the
modern meaning from the perspective of hardness and softness dialectics, is a beneficial attempt to promote the creative transformation
and innovative development of traditional virtues.

Key words:; virtue of courage and perseverance ; courage of the benevolent; courage of the gentleman; rigid perseverance; flexible

perseverance
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