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The Strict System and the Adjusted Imperial Power : the Research of

Wang Shuchang Case and Official Punishment in Jiaqing Reign of Qing Dynasty
Meng Shufang

Abstract; During the Qing Dynasty, there was a succession of fraudulent acts of official servants, the Case of Wang Shuchang in
the fourteenth year of Jiaqing Reign was one of them. After the case, not only scriveners and others were executed by hanging, but also
the officials of the Ministry of Revenue, the Ministry of Industry, the Imperial Household Department, and the Minister of Management
of the Three Treasuries were punished. In the punishment of this case, there were both strict punishments imposed by the Ministry of
Personnel in accordance with the system, and lenient adjustment of institutional sanctions by the imperial power headed by Jiaqing. In
the end, the punishment of the officials was within a reasonable range. From actual demotion, actual dismissal to false demotion, false
dismissal, it avoided major turmoil in the officialdom. However, the imperial governance and its adjustment to the punishment of offi-
cials had caused shock on the effectiveness of the disciplinary system and promoted corruption among official administration.This mode
of handling official’ s punishment in this case by the Jiaqing Period existed not only in the Jiaqing Reign, but also in Qianlong and
Daoguang Periods. It reflected the normalization of handling in this mode at least in the pre—Qing and mid—Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Jiaqing; official punishment; Wang Shuchang case
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