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From Weicheng, A Farewell Song in Weicheng to Painting of Yangguan .
The Generation and Canonization of a Parting Image on the Poetic Road

Li Fangmin

Abstract ; As the former site of Qin capital, “Weicheng” is a historical and regional space with deep richness in culture, and it
appeared in the poetry in the Tang Dynasty, then became a poetic image with abundant implications. Since A Farewell Song for Yuaner
to Anxi ( masterpiece of Wangwei) was composed and sung, which was widely spread in the name of A Farewell Song in Weicheng and
Yangguan Triassic, the significance of “Weicheng” as a representing symbol to the poetic image of “parting” was given prominence.
During the Song Dynasty, A Farewell Song in Weicheng and Yangguan Triassic still had a wide influence on the society and became the
iconic image of literati poems and lyrics in interpreting parting. In addition, some painters also used it as their painting material. The li-
terati poems and lyrics in the Song Dynasty established the “Weicheng” imagery of parting and strengthened its emotional performance.
The paintings of painters, especially Li Gonglin’ s Painting of Yangguan, further enriched the interest and charm of the parting mean-
ing of “ Weicheng”. Therefore, “ Weicheng” was then introduced as the canonization of parting image in literature. Besides,
“Weicheng” was originally the starting point of Tang people’ s westward journey, stretching to the Western Regions through Yangguan
Pass. And it became a Tang poetic road from Chang’ an towards the Western Regions due to the composing and chanting of poets along
the way. Thus, “Weicheng” was regarded as an iconic parting image on the poetic way of westward journey from Chang’ an in the Tang
Dynasty.

Key words: Weicheng; A Farewell Song for Yuaner to Anxi; A Farewell Song in Weicheng; parting image; Painting of Yangguan
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