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Politics& Identity &Family Livelihood: The historical Writing
of Li Fu’s Governance in Rongzhou

Yang Tianbao

Abstract : The story of the imperial family member Li Fu’ s governance in Rongzhou was documented with details in the stone tab-

let “Eulogy to the General Li Fu” , drafted by his colleague Li Lao and edited by the historian Yu Shao. However, the biography in the

“Older Book of Tang” only vaguely referred to his governance work, causing many of his governance achievements unrevealed. This was

compounded by the way he was criticized in later works such as the “New Book of Tang” and “Zi Zhi Tong Jian,” which downplayed

the identity of military commanders and their political actions. Finally, these historical documentations ruled Li Fu as a corrupt com-

mander metaphorically. The historical narratives of the Five Dynasties Period and the Northern Song Dynasty emphasized ideological val-

ues over military achievements, distorting the historical record of the commanders’ governance of horder regions. This was the writing

practice of the emerging literati’ s efforts to construct a cultural legitimacy since Tang and Song Dynasties.

Key words: Li Fu; historical writing; Rongzhou
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