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Winter Hunting and the Horsemanship and Archery: The Promotion and Decadence

of the Warrior Spirit of the Manchu Eight Banners in the Qing Dynasty
Liu Fengyun

Abstract ; Martial arts training was the ancestral law of Manchu. Since Nurhaci established the Eight Banners, the hunting was in-
corporated into the military system. After entering central plains, Emperor Kangxi established an enclosure in the north of Jehol to con-
solidate the relationship between Manchu and Mongolia through the Mulan hunting. Meanwhile, the winter hunting in three Northeastern
Provinces concentrated on defending the frontier region, cultivating the martial spirit and the skills of the horsemanship and archery of
Eight Banners. However, with the integration of Manchu and Han, and the prevailing trend of valuing literature over martial arts, and
in order to solve the food shortage after the increase in troops, the Manchu Eight Banners were given the status of military and agricul-
tural unity, which led to the practice of martial arts an additional burden. At the same time, a large number of immigrants from the cen-
tral plains poured in which changed the sparsely populated and lush forest environment in the Northeastern. Therefore, the horseman-
ship and archery skills of the Manchu Eight Banners and the martial spirit were on the decline. The decline in national strength caused
by internal and external troubles in the late Qing Dynasty further exacerbated this trend.

Key words : martial arts training; winter hunting; the horsemanship and archery; warrior spirit.
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