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The Identification of “Extinct Households” and

the Standardized Disposition of Their Contracted Land
Liu Linghui

Abstract : Collective economic organizations carry out land —leasing work with households as units. The continuous existence of
households is the prerequisite for them to enjoy land contracting rights and obtain contracted land. The extinction of households means
the loss of their contracting qualifications and may lead to the legal consequences of contracted land being recovered. However, in real-
ity, there is no legal policy basis for the identification of “extinct households”. The traditional way of identifying “extinct households”
based on village rules and customs has left the identification of “extinct households” and the disposal of their contracted land in a rela-
tively chaotic state. Therefore, based on the life cycle theory, the identification of “extinct households” should follow the people—orien-
ted principle, with the death of all original and derived populations at the time of the second round of land leasing as the recognition
standard. At the same time, in the situation where the children and spouses of directly—related families are not yet dead, careful identi-
fication should be made in regard to whether certain special types of households, such as “female—only households” , original house-
holds after dividing into smaller ones, “five—guarantee” households, and rural households that have moved to urban areas, should be i-
dentified as “extinct households”. Finally, differences between general circumstances and special situations should be distinguished,
and standardization treatment and management of “extinct households” in respect to their contracted land should be strengthened so as
to achieve reasonable and optimal allocation of rural land resources.

Key words: second round extension; extinct households; land contracting rights; family life cycle
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