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“Heart for Heaven and Earth”

Jiao Guocheng

Abstract ;: For thousands of years, the “four sentences in the horizontal canal” has inspired countless cultural scholars and pro-

duced great and far—reaching influence. However, people can’t understand his first sentence “set a heart for heaven and earth”. In the

early Confucian classics, there was a motto,

“People, the heart of heaven and earth”

, but Zhang Zai thought that people had different

feelings about the external things, so people’s hearts were different. People’s temperament, selfishness, prejudice and heretical knowl-
edge make people’s hearts unable to conform to the heavenly heart, so it is necessary to purge them. “Building a heart for heaven and
earth” is designed for the righteous. From the perspective of being the same as heaven and earth, establishing sincerity, benevolence,
equality and big heart is the specific connotation of “establishing the heart for heaven and earth”. This idea shows Zhang Zai’ s lofty
realm of being a sage.
Key words : Zhang Zai; establish the heart; ethics
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