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How to “Use” Applied Ethics
Li Jianhua

Abstract: The use of applied ethics is reflected in four relationships: the relationship between substance and application, appro-

Yun Bingbing

priateness and application, operation and application, and effectiveness and application. These relationships respectively involve the is-
sues of ontological foundation, value principles, application objects, and effect evaluation in applied ethics. Applied ethics is interdis-
ciplinary, and its ontological foundation needs to take the basic laws of the development of all things into consideration from an ethical
perspective. The basic laws of the development of all things provide the fundamental basis for the value principles of applied ethics and
also constitute the constraints of value principles. The principles of justice and benefit can meet the requirements of aggregation consen-
sus. Applied ethics is not simply applying ethical principles to practical problems but requires using practical wisdom and following the
method of reflective equilibrium in practical activities. Finally, applied ethics focus on public interest and its effect evaluation should be
carried out from a holistic perspective.
Key words: applied ethics; ontological foundation; value principles; effectiveness
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