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Reasonableness: The Spiritual Logic of Chinese Moral Philosophy Tradition of Rationalism
Guo Weithua
Abstract: Reasonableness can be regarded as the spiritual logic of the traditional moral philosophy of Chinese rationalism. In the
ontology construction of “Heaven—destiny—temperament—emotion—Tao—education” , “temperament—emotion” connects heaven and hu-
manity through understanding and reasoning: “Understanding each other’ s feelings” forms a common ethical standard and moral norm
in the rational communication between oneself and others’ likes and dislikes, named “reason”. In order to obtain reality, “reason”
needs the practical wisdom of “reaching”. Although “reason” takes the form of rationality, its actual development always takes the mu-
tual integration of reason and emotion as the path. Thus, the spiritual logic of being reasonable and understanding is as follows: reason
comes from emotion, emotion can be understood based on reason, reason is acquired when emotion is understood, and reason is
reached through emotion, which thus has opened up the Chinese ethical spiritual tradition with self—denial, love and all things being
the whole as the core. This tradition provides universal moral and philosophical wisdom for improving human ability, cultivating human
emotion towards goodness, and promoting the organic unity of internal morality and external ethics.
Key words: emotion; reason ;being understood ; reach; the tradition of Chinese ethical spirit
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