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Instrument, Culture and Nature. Historical Argumentation for River Ethics
Zhang Yongyi

Abstract : The history of the ethical relationship between humans and rivers can be divided into three historical phases based on the
chronological progression, which are characterized by the historical argumentation of the instrumental dimension, the historical argu-
mentation of the cultural dimension, and the historical argumentation of the natural dimension respectively. The historical argumentation
of the instrumental dimension regards rivers as highly usable instrumental resources, and is concerned with the justice of inter—person-
al, international, and inter—generational distribution of river resources; the historical argumentation of the cultural dimension breaks
through the confines of instrumentalism and pragmatism, and appeals to the unquantifiable historical and cultural value of rivers, as
well as the protection of and respect for river cultures and their vectors; and the historical argumentation of the natural dimension is
based on non—anthropocentrism, affirming the natural and historical life and subjective value of rivers, giving rivers an independent
moral status, and advocating the historical evolution of the ethical relationship between humans and rivers. The construction of a com-
plete history of river ethics requires the synergy of the three approaches.

Key words: history of the ethical relationship between humans and rivers; ethics history of rivers; harmonious symbiosis
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