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Legal Risks and Countermeasures in the Reform of Contracted Farmland

“Merging Small Fields with Large Fields”
Guan Hongyan

Abstract: “Merging small fields with large fields” is a reform measure implemented to address the issue of fragmented contracted
land in reality. It is of great significance for optimizing land resource allocation, improving farmland utilization efficiency, and protec-
ting the rights and interests of farmers in contracted management. However, the “merging small fields with large fields” reform also
faces legal risks in terms of land ownership, transfer contracts, and distribution of transfer benefits. To ensure that the reform of “mer-
ging small fields with large fields” is carried out within the framework of the rule of law and to minimize legal risks, measures should be
taken from two levels: the bottom line of the rule of law and the path of relief. For one respect, we should adhere to the basic legal bot-
tom line of collective ownership of rural land, basic rural management system, and protection of the rights and interests of collective
members. For another respect, the function of rural collective economic organizations should be leveraged to maintain stable and long—
term land contracting relationships, regulate the transfer of land management rights in accordance with the law, ensure fair and reasona-
ble distribution of collective benefits among members, and build a diversified mechanism for resolving disputes over contracted land.

Key words ; farmer’ s contracted land; “merge small fields with large fields” ; fragmentation of contracted land; land management
rights; legal risks
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