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The Interpretation of Chinese Classics and the Semantic Construction of

“Hehe Hermeneutics”
Zhang Liwen Hu Zhaodong

Abstract : The process of interpreting Chinese classics is long and rich. Contemporary Chinese scholars have attempted to explore a
new path of interpretation based on Western hermeneutics, but China—dependent, independent of tradition and integrating modern in-
terpretive methods. However, they have found it difficult to form a philosophical interpretive framework that encompasses different reli-
gions, ethnicities, and subjects. “Hehe Hermeneutics” is a creative interpretive theory based on the idea of “Hehe”. Tt takes “Hehe
Brings about Daoism” as its ontological basis, “Three Methods” as its speculative method, “Three Levels” and “Three Structures” as
its hierarchical structure, “the Three Divisions of the Universe” and “Eight Dimensions” as its systematic interpretive framework, and
“Five Principles” as its value principle, forming a humanistic interpretive system that not only provides metaphysical support but also
practical care. The proposal of “Hehe Hermeneutics” and the construction of its theoretical system inherit the essence of excellent tradi-
tional Chinese culture, providing a new interpretive framework and discourse system for Chinese philosophical research and classic text
interpretation. It is a beneficial attempt to combine the basic principles of Marxism with excellent traditional Chinese culture, and a
beneficial exploration to build China’s independent knowledge system and consolidate cultural subjectivity.

Key words: Hehe; hermeneutics; classic interpretation; Daoism; subjectivity
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