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The Core Thoughts in Fan Zhongyan’ s Confucian Classic Studies
Jiang Guanghui Tang Chenpeng

Abstract: Fan Zhongyan was the first scholar of the Song Dynasty who was excellent in classics, merit, morals, and writing. Be-
cause Fan Zhongyan was too brilliant in his personality and career at that time, his achievements in Confucian classics covered up, so
he was not studied by scholars for a long time. In recent years, scholars have made some progress in the study of Fan Zhongyan’s Con-
fucian classics, but most of them have explored and explained his Confucian classics thoughts from the single discipline of Confucian
classics, such as the studies in terms of The Changes, and The Spring and Autumn Annals. Making an in—depth analysis of Fan
Zhongyan’ s Confucian classics thought, it can be found that his core thoughts mainly include the following aspects: First, the people—
oriented thought of “Zheng Bi Shun Min” , including the content of supporting the people, benefiting the people, loving the people,
etc.; Second, the reform thought of “Qiong Bian Tong Jiu” , which takes the theory of “In difficulty,you will change; change,you will
smooth away difficulties; smoothing away difficulties, you will develop smoothly” in Zhou Yi as the leading philosophical thought of
“Qingli Reform” ; The third is the thought of “Xian You Hou Le” ,when you are in the government, you are worried about the country
and the people, and when you are not in the government, you are happy with the Heaven and with the Way.

Key words: Fan Zhongyan; Confucian classic studies; people—centered theory; reform; worries and happiness
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